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Visual Linguist
Worksamples: Professional and Personal
I have deep interest in arts education, economics, mental health, technology, art, theory, 
and a love for comics, system design, and community development. 
I look to merge these interests in my work.

MFA Recipient of the Center for Cartoon Studies and Graduate of Carnegie Mellon University.
I look to merge these interests in my work.

Contact:
jjfernan@alumni.cmu.edu
(440) 364 9243



Professional Work Samples

Artsburgh.org - Web Design and Print Promo
Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council
2018

Empowering Artists + Creatives
Educational & Entrepreneurial 

Workshops

Art Speaks - Online Promo Campaign for Naitonal Arts Advocacy Day
Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council
2017



comicsworkbook.com       Managing Editor and Lead Designer
 
Comics Workbook is an online maggazine that works as a platform for writing about the in-
tersections of comics-making with the world, including health, politics, professional practices, 
equity, personal finance, race, linguistics, culture and history. The core of this site revolves around 
reviews, essays, interviews, and a homegrown daily comics publishing project. It is a space for 
comics makers, by comics makers. A space that genuinely looks to put into practice the idea of 
exploring comics as an essential community and process form.

My design: I have built the online hub at Comics Workbook with a focus on long term, archive-
oriented useability. Along with this, the user interface aims to provide intuitive, serenditpitous 
learning for aspiring makers and  curious readers.



Comics Database - Search and Browse
I’ve created two ways of engaging with the growing comics archive; browsing and searching. 
Browsing invites users to see a selection of new comics, allowing them to catch up with the lat-
est the site’s contributors have created. Searching allows for users to get a more robust handle 
on what they’re.

The site connects a robust, well tagged database of comics to the front-end so that users can 
search via creator, series, or even the media used to create the comic. 

Browse 

Search



Interviews, Reviews, and Tutorials
This site hosts an extremely wide range of content, as a result, it requires simple visual inter-
faces for searching via tags and post contents. For this I have built a well tuned search bar.

Example - Interviews
Content like interviews requires different hierarchic and typographic treatments, as a result I’ve built with 
simple design that emphasizes typographic differences to help navigate the many layers of information.



Contributor Pages
I’ve designed a set of contributor pages with the goal of allowing people to have a regular, 
personal hub to post and link to when showing off their work to others. These pages are 
organized to show all the content that the contributors have worked on. Given that artists 
can have significant contributions to the medium in the form of writing and comics making, 
the site’s design organizes all of this content of comics, articles, reviews, and tutorials in one 

The site is set up to handle a wide range of artists:



Pittsburghartscouncil.org - User Experience Redesign
Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council
2019



Artsburgh.org - Web Design and Print Promo
Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council
2018



Art Speaks - Online Promo Campaign for Naitonal Arts Advocacy Day
Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council
2017



Personal Work Samples

Dog City #4 - Cover Design
Dog City Press
2015

The Art of Vanesa R. Del Rey
Comics Workbook
2016

Crinkled Comics - Selected Strips
Comics Workbook
2017

Esperanza00 - Selected Strips
Comics Workbook
2018

The Dojo
Self Published Comic
2017



Dog City #4 - Cover Design
Dog City Press
2015



Crinkled Comics - Selected Strips
Comics Workbook
2017



Esperanza00 - Selected Strips
Comics Workbook
2018



WRCT: A Training Manual
WRCT Pittsburgh
2016



The Art of Vanesa R. Del Rey
Comics Workbook
2016



The Dojo
Self Published Comic
2017



i can see the birds
Self Published Zine
2016



Poster Design for The Little Book Fair 
Pittsburgh, PA
2015


